
 
Satellite TV 

 
Summary:  
Tall Ships owners who wish 
to sign up for satellite TV can 
now do so, even if they are 
facing in an unfavorable 
direction. Revised Tall Ships 
rules will allow them to 
connect to a ground-level, 
common area dish serving 
their building. Individual, 
balcony-mounted dishes 
will no longer be author-
ized. Owners will have 
complete freedom of pro-
gramming choice, but will 
have to arrange for install-
lation from a contractor 
approved by the home-
owner’s association.  
 
 
 
Satellite service requires a Dish Antenna, a Receiver  
and a TV set.  The Receiver can only ‘ receive’  one 
program at a time, but can send it to every  
TV set in the unit.  
 
However, if you want to watch one program while  
you are watching or recording another, you will need a 
second receiver, for which you will pay an extra charge.   
Most Tall Ships owners will probably find that one receiver suffices. 
 
Balcony-mounted dishes are an eyesore,  
and in any event only 24 of our 120 units face the in the right direction (SW) to make use of  
them. While a Homeowners Association cannot deny a property owner access to satellite service, 
it is not required to permit balcony mounting, if another alternative exits.  

 
Strategically placed and screened by shrubbery, a 
single dish equipped with an accessory device 
could service most if not all of an entire Tall 
Ships building!  Each user will have his own 
account, can select his own programming package 
(including Pay-Per-View), and will pay his own 
bills. 



 
The RG-6 video cable feed from such a common 
antenna will be buried underground along the base 
of the building, and run up behind a gutter 
downspout to the balcony. As pictured here, it can 
traverse the balcony by being laced through the 
cording that supports the blue canvas, and enter 
the living room (or master bedroom) next to the 
sliding doors. By using white rather than the 
conventional black RG-6 video cable, the wiring 
becomes virtually invisible. 
 
RG-6 is the feed line that the satellite providers 
recommend. It happens that our buildings were wired with a good grade of RG-59 video cable 

that will accommodate the satellite signal. If you are satisfied with a 
single receiver, the RG-6 feed can be routed to the basement and 
hooked up to your existing RG-59 cable. It runs up through the 
building to a junction box in your 
laundry center, where it can be 
connected to a receiver, as shown.  
 
The output of the receiver goes back 
to the junction box and is distributed 
to all of the TV outlets in your unit. 
Except for the short run between the 

junction box and the receiver, all of the wiring is hidden. But 
this approach can only be used with a single receiver 
installation.  
 
One caveat:  We have used this RG-59 technique several times in the Tall Ships with complete 
success.  Nonetheless, it is not the technique that the satellite companies recommend. Should you 
subsequently choose the balcony route, or wish to add a second receiver, that work will have to 
be done at your expense.   
 

Installation: 
The Association' s by-laws require an Indemnification Agreement because changes are being 
made that affect the common areas. The Agreement, copies of which are attached, must be 
submitted and approved before  the hook-up will be made.  For Quality control and to assure 
a uniformity of installation practices, only contractors approved by the Association will be 
authorized to make these installations. At this time they are: 
 

For  DISH-TV:                              1-800-716-4470  
For  DIRECT-TV:                        1-864-898-0099 

   

Maintenance&  Repair : 
Typically, the devices themselves are repaired or replaced at no cost for the first year, and 
modestly priced service contracts can be purchased thereafter. Labor, however, is not included 
and is payable by the individual. In the unlikely event that the dish itself must be repaired or 
replaced, the cost will be shared by those connected to it. 



 
Cable vs. Satellite – Cost &  Reliability:  
Cost comparisons are difficult because of all the special, promotional packages offered as 
inducements.  As a rule, Satellite service is lower (and often significantly lower) than the 
comparable Charter Cable service. As important, DISH-TV guarantees its rates until 2005, and 
has only posted two increases in seven years, while Charter' s rates increase frequently.  
 
Other  Installation Costs: 
New accounts are eligible for ‘ free, professional installation,'  which covers most circum-stances. 
Before making a final decision, however, you may want to determine whether there will be any 
accessory devices required that would be at your cost 
 
DISH or  DIRECT: Which one is “ better?”  
It' s Hobson' s choice. One is always trying to outbid the other with ‘special offers' , but the 
quality of their transmissions is very similar.  DIRECT-TV has an exclusive on special NFL 
programming (a premium service, at extra cost).On the other hand, DIRECT-TV' s transmissions 
are more severely affected by heavy rainfall, and the consensus among technicians who install 
both systems is that DISH-TV is the better choice. 
 
Personal Video Recorders (PVR's): 
PVR's are the hot new kid on the block, and they are pretty amazing. They are a lot easier to 
program and use than the conventional VCR. They record on a built-in hard drive with a huge 
capacity, instead of on video tape. But that' s just for starters: Should you be watching a  live 
broadcast and have to answer the phone, just punch the Pause button. When finished, punch the 
Pause button once again, and the broadcast will resume exactly where you left it.   You can go 
back and review a previous scene, while the PVR continues to record the current action. On 
programs you have recorded, you can skip over the commercials in 30 second increments. You 
can search for upcoming programs by name or topic and select them for recording with the 
simple click of a button. DISH-TV loans you a PVR for a one-time, $50 installation fee; 
DIRECT-TV sells you the device for $300, and charges $12/month for its use. 
 
Questions?  Please contact Carlos Luria, 944-1434 (CDL519@mindspring.com) for further 
information. 
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TALL SH IPS CONSENT &  INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT 
 

1. No antennas or satellite dishes shall be installed without the Association's approval. 
  
2. Satellite dishes will be installed only at ground level, in locations that minimize unsightliness. Feed 

lines will be buried whenever possible, and white video feed lines will be employed where necessary 
to make the installation as discreet as possible. Balcony-mounted dishes will not be permitted.  

 
3. New subscribers will be attached to existing dishes whenever and wherever possible.  

 
4. As a promotion to attract new customers, satellite companies typically provide the receiving 

equipment at no cost and absorb the ‘normal' installation charges. The terms of such promotional 
packages change frequently, however, and potential customers should evaluate the offers carefully. 
Any charges not covered by a promotion are payable by the person who ordered the service.  

 
5. Similarly, any and all damage incurred by the installation of a dish shall be the responsibility of the 

person who ordered the service. 
 

6. Once multiple connections are made to a dish, the antenna itself shall be deemed ‘common property' 
and will be left in place when the unit's occupant moves away. Any satellite receiving and recording 
equipment, however, is his. Should he wish to have satellite service at his new address, he does not 
have to set up a new account.    

 
7. Any service required by the equipment or the feed lines connecting it to the antenna will be payable 

by the individual subscriber. Should the dish itself require maintenance, the charges will be pro-rated 
among the units connected to it.  

 
8. To insure that satellite dish installations meet the Association's standards, such antennas will be 

installed only by contractors approved by the Association.  
 
 
The undersigned Unit Owner/ Tenant hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Tall Ship 
Condominium Association, its agents, employees and contractors for any loss or damage to common 
property or other resident's property or for any loss to Association residents or personnel. Unit 
Owner/ Tenant will be required to reimburse the Association for any loss or damage or expense occurring 
which may arise directly or indirectly from the installation of the antenna or dish. 
 
Signature:                        Unit #     Address: 
 
___________________________    ______    __________________________________ 
  
 
____________                                                               __________________________________ 
Date:              Signature of Property Mgr. 
 

MAIL BOTH COPIES TO: Goldsmiths Property Mgt., P.O. Box 1827, Greenville SC 29602 
Or  FAX TO:  1-864-297-6207 
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____________                                                              __________________________________ 
Date:             Signature of Property Manager 
 

(Proper ty Mgr .:   Please return registered copy to Applicant) 
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