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What to Do  
At Keowee Key? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Begin with a walk of the Leisure Trail, early in the morning, when 
the harbor is still and the mist is touched by the rosy glow of the 
sunrise.  Start early, for you’ ll have a full day ahead!  
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WELCOME TO KEOWEE KEY! 

 
We prepared this little guide some years ago for a family reunion that embraced a wide range of 
ages, abilities and interests. As the Keowee Key web site at www.keowee-key.com thoroughly 
describes activities within the community, this guide focuses primarily on sights to see and 
things to do outside of Keowee Key. 

 
 
This is an overview of the area covered. The numbers and/or markers designate points of interest and are 
keyed to the descriptions in the text. Enlargements of segments of this map are also included to show 
greater detail. The text is divided into two main sections, the first covering the area East and South of 
the Tall Ships, and the second the area West and to the North. 
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17.  Star ting Point:  Tall Ships 
 
Wor ld of Energy:  Duke 
Power’s exhibit of the 
way it generates elec-
tricity: oil-fired, hydro-
electric and nuclear. 
Interesting, animated 
exhibits and touch-screen 
games and quizzes for 
youngsters. Temporarily 
closed when threat level 
rises to Orange or higher. 

 
18. 
Blueberry Picking: The 
Happy Berry – a huge 
blueberry and blackberry 
farm. Just off of Route 
183, exactly 4.2 miles 
east of the intersection of 
Route 130 and Route 
183. Friendly, down-
home manager, great 
variety. Be sure to ask for 
copy of their blueberry 
recipes leaflet! 
  
19   
Pickens Flea Market:   Further east along  Route 183 and just off the right edge of this map is a 
mind-boggling flea market, held every Wednesday morning, starting at 7:00 AM. By 11:00 all of the 
good stuff has been sold!  This is where the locals meet to exchange produce, tools and gossip. Close 
to a thousand booths. Great place to take young kids. Give them five bucks and watch them make the 
agonizing decisions on how to spend it.  
 
After visiting the flea market, drive another two miles east on Route 183 to the town of  

Pickens. Stop at Tony’s (700 West Main St.) for a submarine sandwich – the very best! 
 

Clemson &  Pendleton:  Turning left (east) at the intersection of Rts. 130 and 123  (21) will 
take you to Clemson, a pretty college town totally dominated by the university.  Seniors may audit 
classes there at no cost. Bear right where Rt. 93 branches off from Rt. 123, and right again on Per imeter  

Road (20)  to reach the Brooks Center  for  the Per forming Ar ts (22) which has many 
fine offerings in season and at very modest prices.  There are two excellent restaurants in Clemson: 
Calhoun Corners and ,Pixie & Bill’s , both  under the same management. 
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Clemson’s Botanical Gardens, located on the Perimeter Road, just East of the Brooks Center,   
are particularly lovely in both the spring and the fall.  
 
Continuing East , past the Botanical Gardens,  Perimeter Road dead-ends at Route 76/28.  The 
Pendleton Road leads off to the left, to Pendleton itself.  The entire little town is on the National 

Register  of Histor ic Places. Antebellum plantations, specialty shops and antique stores. Liber ty 
Hall (23) is a beautifully maintained inn and restaurant on Mechanics’  Road at the southern end of 
the town; call (864) 646-7500 for reservations. Just beyond it, at 504 S. Mechanic Street is 

Granny’s, (24) Tel: 646-3907, the very best bakery in the area. Limited hours; be sure to call 
first! 
 

 

West of Keowee Key 
 

Seneca is the local shopping area for Keowee Key, with supermarkets, restaurants and fast food 
galore. To the west lies the little town of Westminster and beyond that the Sumter National Forest, with 
its white water sports. 
 

From the intersection of Rt. 130 and 123 (21),  head West on Rt. 123 Bypass, past the shops of Seneca 

and toward Westminster . There you will find a very special furnishings shop called The Wishbook.  
At 204 E. Main St.  Nellie Campbell, the owner, has exquisite taste and her shop is worth a visit.   
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Leaving Westminster, remain on Rt. 76 to reach the Chau Ram county park, which provides 
good tubing for young children. The stream runs swiftly but gently over a succession of very small 
rapids that make for a bumpy ride and happy squeals. There’s a picnic shelter, too. 
 

Further West,  Rt. 76 leads to the serious 
whitewater rafting areas on the Chattooga 
River . Half day and full day guided excursions 
range in cost from $40 - $190 per person (1999 
prices) and traverse numerous Class II, III and 
IV rapids as well as one Class V.  Usually, 
reservations must be made well in advance by 
calling 1-800-232-7238. Their Headquarters are 

on Academy Road (15) about ½ mile North of 
Rt. 76. The company provides wet suits, helmets 
and lunch as well as the guides.   
 
Movie buffs will remember the Chattooga as the 
site of the riveting but gritty film, Deliverance.   
In fact, the house and porch that were the site of 

that  film’s famous “Dueling Banjos”  scene was within 5 miles of Keowee Key;  it was just torn down in 
January, 2002. 
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Continuing west on Rt. 76 takes you to the SC/GA line and the site of Bull Sluice, a particularly 
challenging section of the Chattooga River. From an overlook a short distance from the parking area you 
can watch a steady stream of kayaks and rafters trying to navigate the tricky sluice. 
 

 
 

North &  West of 
Keowee Key,  
on Route 130, is Duke Power ’s 

Bad Creek facility (3),  the 
upper end of  a power complex 
that includes Lakes Jocassee, 
Keowee and Hartwell, three 
hydroelectric dams and the 
nuclear station just South of 
Keowee Key. 
 

From the Bad Creek 
Reservoir , water drops 1,200 
ft through a mountain to power 
four huge underground turbines, 
capable of generating 1,400 
Megawatts of power. The water 
discharges  into Lake Jocassee.  
At night, however, when power 
demands are low, excess power 

from the nuclear station South of Keowee Key is fed back to these turbines, runs them in reverse and 
returns the water to Bad Creek, for reuse the next day. 
 
The complex was built with great sensitivity for the environment. The generated power, of course, has to 
be distributed over large transmission lines, and many power companies simply clear-cut a path for such 
lines and towers. Duke instead cut small clearings in the forest, emplaced its towers and strung the lines 
by helicopter, high above the forest’s canopy. The company then donated the land as a nature preserve. 
 
While the hydroelectric facility no longer offers tours of its underground plant, visitors are allowed on 
the site for a magnificent view of Lake Jocassee and Lake Keowee beyond.  
 
A half mile North of the Duke Power site, still on Rt. 130 and just across the SC/NC line, there is a turn-

off to Whitewater  Falls. From the parking lot it is about a ¼ mile uphill walk to the viewing 
platform. For the spry and intrepid, a steep path leads downward to the base of the falls.   
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ON THE ROAD TO HIGHLANDS 
 
Walhalla is the county seat, directly west of Keowee Key on Rt. 183, (orange line) and Rt. 28 

is its main street.  The improbably named Steak House on Main Street has arguably the best 
Southern Fried Chicken in the area – but no steaks, to the best of my knowledge.Turn left at the 
intersection of Rt. 183 and Rt. 28, go two blocks and look for it on your right.   
 

Heading Northwest on Rt. 28 takes you to the abandoned Stump House Tunnel, (12) begun in 
the 1850’s to create a rail link between Charleston and the Knoxville. Stump House Mountain, however,  
turned out to be solid granite. Progress slowed to a foot or two per day, and when the Civil War began 
the tunnel, now 1,600’  long, was abandoned altogether.   

 
It’s a great place to explore, but bring sturdy boots, 
flashlights, and sweaters. There are no lights, and the 
floor is uneven. The temperature in the tunnel is around 
54 degrees, even on the hottest days, and you will soon 
be in total darkness. In summer it ‘ rains’  in the tunnel as 
humid air is drawn down a 16x20’  air shaft that extends 
from the surface and encounters the cool air below. Built 
by German and Scottish crews that often got drunk on 
weekends, the tunnel was the site of some grisly murders, 
and if you venture in alone, their ghosts press in upon 
you as you violate their domain.     
 



File: What to o at Keowee.doc   v. 1.2   © 2003 by Sharon &  Car los Lur ia,   last updated 5 May, 2004                     page  8 

 
It is, however, an ideal environment for the culturing of blue cheese, and for years Clemson University 
used a portion of the tunnel for this purpose. The University’s blue cheese in fact is world famous, and 
can be purchased at the agricultural outlet store on campus, near the above-mentioned Brooks Center   
 

 

Issaqueena Falls (12): Immediately adjoining 
Stump House Tunnel are the lovely falls named after an 
Indian maiden who fell in love with David Francis, a white 
man, and betrayed her tribe by warning him that his 
settlement was about to be attacked. She and David fled to 
what is now known as Stump House Mountain, and found 
shelter in a large, hollow tree   (a “stump house”). When her 
pursuers finally tracked her down, she threw herself over the 
falls to avoid capture, but miraculously survived the 100’  
drop.  Thinking her dead, the tribe gave up the chase and 
Issaqueena and her lover, a silver smith, fled to Alabama, 
where they are said to have lived happily for many years.   
 

 

Blue Grass:  Further North, Route 107 angles off to the right at the Rt. 28/107 Divide (8).  On 
Saturday evenings in the summer the locals gather here for some pickin’  & strummin’  at the Country 
Store. You never know who may show up; sometimes they’ re great, other times less so, but it’s always 
authentic. No admission charge, no formal program, folks bring folding chairs and sit around and listen.  
 
 

Northeast of the 
Rt. 28/107 
Divide  Route 107 
climbs steadily to the 

Oconee State 
Park (7) which has 
a pretty lake, lifeguard 
supervised swimming, 
picnic areas and 
overnight camping 
facilities. It also has 
some attractive cabins 
for rent. Call 638-5353 
for picnic site or cabin 
reservations. 
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Burrell’s Ford (6): A few miles North of the Oconee 
State Park, a small sign on the left announces Burrell’s 
Ford. The pavement quickly ends as the road winds downward 

for three miles to a parking area and the trailhead for Kings 
Creek Falls. It is not the highest but it is arguably the 
prettiest waterfall in this part of the country. A lovely 1 1/3rd 
mile trail (easy walking) leads through the woods and abruptly 
ends at the bottom of a water fall that towers 70 feet above 
you. You’ ll hear it long before you spot it! A shallow, natural 
pool at the base of the falls is great for splashing about on hot 
days, but Lordy, that water is cold! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Fish Hatchery (5):  Two miles North of 
Burrell’s Ford and still on Route 107, a sign on 
the left points to the Walhalla Fish Hatchery 
and its associated picnic grove. Literally millions 
of trout are raised here in these long, shallow pens, 
then transported by truck or helicopter to the 
region’s rivers and streams.  The fish are fed two or 
three times a day, most conveniently between 1:00 
and 2:00 PM, when the placid ponds erupt in 
feeding frenzies. 
 
A hundred yards or so beyond the hatchery is one 
of the area’s prettiest picnic groves, so pack a lunch 
before you go.   
 
 
 

 

West of the Rts. 107/28 Divide, along Rt. 28 
A good road, but with many hairpin turns, Rt. 28 leads northward to Highlands. During much of 
its climb, it parallels the Chattooga River, which is preserved as a Wilderness Area, and offers great 
fishing and scenic tubing. Particularly in May and June, when the river is still running swiftly and 
the banks are ablaze with rhododendron, an hour or two of tubing down the river is a sheer delight. 
 

Tubing:  You will need two vehicles for this – one to leave at the take-out point, and one to 
continue upstream. You will also need a few inner tubes, and if the children are young, a length of 
line to tether the tubes together.   
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From the Rt. 107/Rt. 28 divide, head North on 
Route 28. In about 6 miles, after a series of very sharp 
turns, the Low Water  Br idge Road (9) will run 
off to the left. It quickly becomes a dirt road and winds 
down to the river’s edge. Park one car by the large 
rocks near the green-roofed outhouse. This is one of the 
two possible  “Take-Out”  points.  
 
A half mile or so further North on Route 28 there is a 

designated parking lot on the left (10).  This is the 
alternate Take-Out point, and makes for a somewhat 
shorter run.    
 

Continue North on Route 28 and cross the Russell 
Br idge (11).  There is a small parking area on the right, just past the bridge. Carry your tubes 
across the street and down a steep path to the water’s edge. It’s a well protected launching spot, the 
current is sluggish, and the rapids are gentle. The run takes 45 – 60 minutes, depending upon the 
swiftness of the current. 
 

 Continuing north on Rt. 28 leads to 

Highlands, one of oldest towns in the 
area, with some fine shops and restaurants. 
Before the Civil War, plantation owners from 
the coastal areas sent their families to 
Highlands to get away from the heat and the 
malaria. By car, on today’s roads, that trip 
takes seven or eight hours; in those days it 
must have taken a week or more to make the 
journey. In the fall the colors along this road 
rival the best that New England has to offer. 
 
 

 
 

Geo-Caching:   
Got a hand-held GPS? Then join one of the latest fads 
to sweep the nation. All over the world Tupperware 
boxes and ammo containers have been hidden, filled 
with simple ‘ treasures’  (There are over 80 of them 
within 25 miles of Keowee Key)! The coordinates of 
these caches, along with a set of clues, are posted on a 

web site at  www.geocaching.com and using 
your GPS and your ingenuity you set out to hunt them 
down. If you succeed, you take out one of the treasures, replace it with something of equal value, 
and record your name in the cache’s log book. Some of the caches even contain a small, disposable 
camera; you take a picture of your group, and when the film is used up, the photos are published on 
the Geo-Caching web site! 
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Geo-caches are rated on two scales, one for the 
difficulty of the terrain, and the other for the difficulty 
of concealment.  The simpler ones are great for 
youngsters; the more difficult ones can be a real 
challenge. Round up some friends, pack a picnic 
lunch and a bottle of wine, and you won’ t be 
disappointed.  There are over 200 caches tucked away 
in the Upstate, often in out-of-the-way spots of great 
scenic beauty that you might otherwise never get to 
see.   
 
One of our recent finds was within a few yards of 
these falls, off the beaten track and known principally 
to the locals.  

 
 

ALONG THE CHEROKEE HIGHWAY: 
 

Table Rock State Park, and The Rock 
North of  Salem,  Rt. 130 crosses Rt. 11, known as the Cherokee 
Highway (purple line), that leads to the Table Rock State Park with 
its trails, picnic areas, camping facilities and (in summer) lifeguard 
protected swimming. Just to the West of the park, adjacent to a Time-

Share community called The Rock, there is a stable that rents 
horses.  The community also has a good golf course that is open to the 
public.  


